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Colour-Photographs from Tibet: Holy Pantomime and Dance. 


CoLtour-PHoToGRAPHS BY Dr. JosepnH F. Rock. REpRopuCED By COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY, OF WASHINGTON, U.S.A. 
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THE TRUMPET CALL TO THE PANTOMIME: MONKS ON THE ROOF OF A CHONI TEMPLE SUMMONING LAMAS TO PREPARE FOR THEIR ANNUAL RELIGIOUS 
POSTURING IN THE ANCIENT CHAM-NGYON-WA DANCE. 








© a readers will recall a number of occasions 
on which we have reproduced in our pages 
examples of the unique colour-photographs which 


Dr. Rock (leader of the American National Geographic 
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Society’s Yunnan Expedition) was able to obtain in ; 
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a Tibetan monastery in the obscure principality of 
Choni (since turned into a Commissar’s jurisdiction by 
Chinese Bolshevists). Those photographs illustrated 
festal costumes worn by the religious dancers or 
maskers, and certain of the extraordinary coloured 
images made of Yak butter—both features of the 
annual festival which takes place on the sixth day of 
the sixth month in Choni. Of the Black Hat Dance 


(also called Cham-s’homa, the New Dance) depicted 





on this page, Dr. Rock writes that it originated 
200 years later than the ancient pantomime, Cham- 
ngyon-wa. The performers wear beautiful costumes 
and ornate headgear, but no masks. The dance is cele- 
brated the day before and the day after the Festival 
of Tsongkapa (twenty-fifth day of the tenth month), 
to the accompaniment of two 12-ft trumpets and 
numerous cymbals, flutes, and small trumpets. 
The chief performer in the Black Hat dance 
wears a gorgeous silk- embroidered garment. On 
his head is a circular hat, with a broad rim of 
bear fur, crowned with a gilded, perforated super- 
structure which supports a human skull. The 
ancient Cham-ngyon-wa (or, Old Dance) of Choni : . > 
takes place annually on the sixth day of the sixth : # 4/4 
moon, to the accompaniment of the usual orchestra : } Ke A Sp 
of enormous trumpets, drums, and gongs. It is ili 
performed in the monastery courtyard before a 
huge audience of Tibetans and people of Choni, 
including the Prince, whose hospitable attitude 
alone made it possible for Professor Rock to obtain 
these photographs of the religious life of Choni. The 
dance ‘“‘presents’’ demons, gods, and, particularly, 
the god of the dead—Yama =; and even includes a 


” 


“comic ’’ interlude. 





THE SACRED ‘‘NEW DANCE’’ WHICH IS A MIME 

OF THE PIOUS ASSASSINATION OF A PERSECUTOR OF 

BUDDHISM: THE BLACK HAT LEADER GORGEOUSLY 

ROBED AND WITH SKULL-DECKED HEAD-DRESS IN 
THE ‘“CHAM-S’HOMA’’ IN CHONI, 











u—THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS—Aprit 25, 1931 





aie oe 
8h AEE ie 


ik, 











ANY-SEASON ICE-SKATING—THE FASHIONABLE INDOORS “WINTER-SPORT”: THI 


Indoor ice-skating was once a recreation available to only a very few. A rink existed in London before the war—the famous Prince’s—but this was destined to | 
close before very long, and for a while there was no such ice-skating to be had. Of late years, however, there has been a most notable revival of this form | 
of indoor exercise, which can, of course, be practised at any season of the year—a revival stimulated, no doubt, by the ever-increasing popularity of winter 


I’ROM THE PICTURE B 
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THE CHILDREN’S HOUR AT THE PARK LANE ICE CLUB, GROSVENOR HOUSE. 


sport in the open air; and numerous ice-rinks have come into being, at various centres in this country. The particular one here shown is that of the 
fashionable Park Lane Ice Club, at Grosvenor House, London’s great hotel in Park Lane, where part of an afternoon session is devoted, once a week, to a 
children’s gymkhana, which always proves a popular event. Our illustration shows the rink before the beginning of the actual competitions. 


C. E. TuRNER. 
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